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2019 - 2020

The Edmonton and District 
Historical Society welcomes 

members and the general 
public to our speaker series 

and special events.

The Edmonton and District Historical Society 
(EDHS) is a charitable, non-profit, registered 
society. It is dedicated to promoting, preserving 
and celebrating the history of  Edmonton and 
the surrounding districts. EDHS is one of  five 
chapters of  the Historical Society of  Alberta.

Membership
Membership in EDHS includes membership in 
HSA and offers discounts on the price of  some 
of  our events and publications. Membership 
can include the following publications, 
depending on your choice of  membership 
options: EDHS newsletter (quarterly) and 
History Now (HSA quarterly newsletter); and 
Alberta History (HSA quarterly magazine).

EDHS Executive Committee 2019-20

President
Vice-President (Acting)
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
Directors:
Joe Hartfeil
Lee Smith
Matt Ostapchuk

To Contact EDHS:
by mail:

by telephone:
by e-mail:
websites:

Edmonton Historic Festival 
and Doors Open

MAY 2020

APRIL 2020

Historical Society of Alberta
AGM & Awards Luncheon

Saturday, May 23rd

Wednesday, April 29th
John Rowand Night and Dinner
Cocktails: 5:30 pm  Dinner: 6:00 pm
Reservations required. AGM to follow
Faculty Club, University of Alberta
11435 Saskatchewan Drive

Watch for details in upcoming History Now or visit 
www.albertahistory.org

Followed by EDHS Annual General Meeting

Tim O'Grady
Christine Prokop
John Dolphin
Cadence Bergman
Sean Moir

Linda Collier
Tom Long
Stephen Yakimets

9430 - 99 Street
Edmonton, AB T6E 3W4
780-439-2797
info@historicedmonton.ca
www.historicedmonton.ca
OR follow links on HSA website - 
www.albertahistory.org

Jim Higgs, Edmonton & District Historical Society

The NWMP and the Distracted Prime Minister

July 5 - 12, 2020

The Mounties' march west in the summer of 1874 is a little 
know but epic tale. We will be sharing the questionable 
leadership calls and misadventures that will make this a 
memorable experience for the audience. You will leave with 
a new appreciation for the brave and hardy men who made 
up Canada's Mounted Police Force.

The EDHS Historic Festival and Doors Open continues to 
experience phenomenal success in Edmonton and 
surrounding communities. Watch for the 2020 festival 
brochure in late May or early June. Updates are provided on 
the Historic Festival website: www.historicedmonton.ca
OR you can contact the festival coordinator,
Sue Lacombe, by telephone at 780-439-2797 or by
e-mail at events@historicedmonton.ca after January 2. 



NOVEMBER 2019

OCTOBER 2019

SEPTEMBER 2019

Tuesday, October 22nd @ 7:30pm
Old Timer's Cabin, 9430 - 99 Street, Edmonton

Tuesday, September 24th @ 7:30pm
Old Timer's Cabin, 9430 - 99 Street, Edmonton

Roy Bird & Dorinda Emery

MARCH 2020

FEBRUARY 2020

JANUARY 2020MEMBERSHIP FORM

Tuesday, November 26th
EDHS Annual Christmas Dinner
Cocktails 5:30 pm; Dinner 6:00 pm
Reservations required
Prince of Wales Armoury, 10440 - 108 Avenue

William Bird and Mill Creek; The Northern 
Alberta Pioneers & Descendants Association

Melanie Moore, Highlands Historical Society

James Bond Steele: Diaries of a One-Room 
Schoolteacher 1885-1891 Mission

Tuesday, January 28th @ 7:30pm
Old Timer's Cabin, 9430 - 99 Street, Edmonton

Matthew Dutczak, Mall Historian  

Best Edmonton Mall

Tuesday, February 25th @ 7:30pm
Old Timer's Cabin, 9430 - 99 Street, Edmonton

Dave Clarke

Film Censorship in Alberta

Tuesday, March 24th @ 7:30pm
Old Timer's Cabin, 9430 - 99 Street, Edmonton

Christine Prokop, Edmonton & District Historical 
Society 

A Mystery from Norway

Roy Bird recounts the exploits of the Bird family from a lowly 
winter in the employ of the HBC to becoming Chief Factor at 
Fort Edmonton and his progeny. 
Dorinda Emery, Executive Director of The Northern Alberta 
Pioneers & Descendants Association, gives us the story of the 
NAPDA & the Old Timers Cabin (the new home of the 
Edmonton & District Historical Society).

In 1885 James Bond Steele left Ontario and followed his older 
brothers to the Canadian Northwest Territories. James 
recorded his experiences in several diaries. From these entries 
we glean much of what life was like for the early Edmonton 
settlers during and following the Northwest Rebellion of 1885: 
their fears, feuds and frustrations. 

Dr. Linda Many Guns 

Pre-contact Indigenous Specializations

This presentation attests to the wide diversity of knowledge 
needed to live successfully as Blackfoot in these territories, 
before contact. Successful brain surgery, horse training, 
weapons makers, crafters, traders, medicine people, winter-
count holders (historians), women were warriors, hunters, 
excellent crafters, some specialized in healing and plant 
medicines.

A little retail therapy to start the year! In 1981, what would 
eventually become the world's largest shopping mall opened its 
doors for the first time. Explore the story of West Edmonton 
Mall: its growth, its attractions, and its evolution. And how a 
north-central Alberta city, with a population of only half a 
million people, become home to the world's largest mall.

BANNED IN ALBERTA!
Alberta established its Film Censorship Board in 1913 and had 
the power to censor and ban movies for the next ninety-six 
years. The Albertan movie-goer was the most ardently 
protected entertainment-seeker in the world. What movies 
were banned and why?

In early 2019, a Norwegian gentlemen named Victor sent 
EDHS an email with two photos and his grandmother's name. 
He wanted to know, did she come to Canada as a young 
women, as family lore claimed? If so, what was she doing 
here? Who did she come with? Join EDHS board member 
Christine Prokop as she tells how she tracked down answers 
at the Provincial Archives, in history books, on websites and 
in road trips to small towns. What did she find out?


